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Note from the Principal:
Happy almost November! There is a lot of important information in the newsletter this month so please read carefully.
Our teachers are looking forward to meeting with families at conferences to discuss students’ progress and they will
send information home soon.
Sincerely,

Update on Bond-Funded Construction for Miller Elementary School
Thanks to voters in Salem and Keizer, Miller will be receiving a lot of upgrades next year! In May 2018, voters approved
a $619.7 million bond to fund improvements all across the school district. Many schools in Salem and Keizer will receive
improvements to relieve overcrowding, improve safety and security, and much more.
The scope of work originally planned for Miller was expanded following a recommendation from the Boundary Review
Task Force. Noting long-term enrollment projections, the Task Force recommended expansion at Miller instead of
boundary adjustments to meet the projected need.
Highlights of plans for Miller include adding five new classrooms, two additional restrooms, construction of a secured
vestibule at the front entry and more. About $4.6 million will be invested in improvements at Miller! At the end of last
school year, a team of representatives from Miller held several meetings with architects from CB Two Architects and
district Construction Services staff to make plans that include the location of the new spaces and other design decisions.
Miller staff contributed important perspective on the needs of students and the school.

Laura Mata

SCHOOL MESSENGER
At the start of each school year, information from student registration forms is input into
the student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the system the district uses to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated information from this database once each day.
It is very important that parents keep their contact information current. Be sure to let
your school office know if you have a new address, email or phone number.
The parent or guardian marked as the primary contact in the student information system
will receive automated communication. Messages will also be sent to the student’s home
phone number contained in the database, if different from the primary contact phone

NOVEMBER 1-30

A message from Health Services:
Flu season has begun, and it’s a good time to get vaccinated
Other ways people can help prevent flu:

IN DISTRICT TRANSFER
(IDT)

• Stay home and limit contact with others if you are sick, including
staying home from work or school when you are sick.

APPLICATION WINDOW

• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
Throw the tissue out when you are done.
• Wash hands with soap and water. Use an alcohol-based hand rub if
soap and water are not available.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.
• Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may have flu germs on
them.
• Avoid getting coughed and sneezed on.

See page 4 for the November calendar

Over the summer, architects worked to refine these designs into very detailed drawings and instructions that the building contractor will use to construct the new spaces. A contractor will be hired soon. Construction was originally
planned to start at the end of this school year (June 2020), however options to start work a bit earlier are being considered. Construction is estimated to take between nine and 12 months to complete.
Whether construction begins at the start of summer or earlier, Miller will be under construction for at least part
of the next school year, (2020-21) and the campus will be closed this summer. Construction will cause some
disruption to normal school operations, but our administrative team will work with contractors to minimize the impact
to the instructional day. The district has already completed one renovation; Gubser Elementary School celebrated completion of work with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the start of the school year. Four other schools are currently in active construction during the school day. Our district is adept at operating schools while under construction.
Thanks to the community’s support of the 2018 bond, Miller will soon provide a safer, less crowded and more productive learning environment for our students. For more information about bond-funded construction in Salem-Keizer
Public Schools, please visit www.salemkeizer.org/projects-status
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